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2013 AAAA Convention: A Home Run!  

  

The "Christmas in July" spirit radiated throughout the 2013 AAAA Convention in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, contributing to an extremely successful and memorable event!  The 
convention was well-attended and the participants had a great time!  
  

An e-mail survey was circulated to attendees after the conference which revealed that the 
event was a HUGE success!  Yes, people greatly enjoyed the ever-popular room hopping, 
seeing old friends, auction, Gary Metz seminar, and the good food. But in the tradition of 
last-year's event, this Convention was as much about the collectors as it was about the 
collectables.   
  

A new "Show and Tell" activity was held.  Several AAAA members brought examples of 
what they love to collect and shared their interests with the group.  What fascinating stories 
and high levels of expertise emerged!  The informal presentations brought a slew of 
questions and piqued interest among the entire group. In the surveys, several stated they 
learned a great deal from these presentations and that it was one of their favorite 
Convention events. 
  

Another opportunity for the group to interact with one another was the "Yankee Gift 
Exchange".  Attendees brought a wrapped gift relating to antique advertising and placed it 
under the tree. Then, one by one, people had the opportunity to open a wrapped gift or 
"steal" any gift that had already been opened. What followed was a hilarious roller coaster of 
suspense and surprises. The expressions displayed in the photos below tell the whole story. 
According to the surveys, this was another Convention favorite. 
  

Amy Vehling did a fantastic job as Convention Chairperson!  Thank you so very much Amy!  
Your dedication and unbelievably hard work is greatly appreciated.  A number of the survey 
respondents expressed their appreciation to Amy for the wonderful job she did. 
  

Here are some comments about the Convention from the surveys: 

 An entirely enjoyable convention! 
 All A+++++ 



 Kudos to Steve Lefkovitz and the Board for their hard work, attention to detail and 
dedication 

 I really loved it! 
 Amy Vehling did a fabulous job 

 I enjoyed the new Yankee gift exchange 

A selection of Convention photos depicting certain aspects of the Convention is presented 
below.  Additional photos and information will be provided in the September print issue of 
Past Times.  One look at the photos below and you will agree that "a good time was had by 
all"!   
  

AAAA Business      
  

      
                      Steve Lefkovitz Welcomes Attendees                                 Amy Vehling Makes Announcements 
  

 
  

Treasurer Karol Atkinson is Smiling because of the Positive Financial Report she is Delivering 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Room Hopping! 
 

As always, room hopping was a convention favorite.  Eighty percent (80%) of the survey 
respondents reported that they had either a "good" or "excellent" experience in their 
buying and selling activities. 
  

        
  

   
  

   
  



    
  

   
  

    
  

       
  

 



Meals 

  

Two breakfasts, two lunches, and a plated dinner were enjoyed together by the group. The 
food was delicious! 
  

    
  

Yankee Gift Exchange 

  

The Yankee Gift Exchange was noted as one of the favorite activities in many of the 
survey responses.  Check out the expressions below! 
  

     
  

    
  



    
  

   
  

 
  

Special "acknowledgment" goes to Bill Seeley, pictured here, who, BY FAR,  
had more gifts stolen from him than anybody else!  

  

 
 
 
 



Public Night 

  

Approximately 40 people attended the Public Night.  Board member Diana Morgan placed 
ads in the local and regional press, contributing to the successful evening.  Public night 
attendees were reportedly "buying", which brought a smile to a number of club members' 
faces. 
  

    
  

    
  

Plans are already underway for next year's Convention.  We will provide details after the 
September Board meeting.  Eighty-six percent (86%) of the survey respondents reported 
that they are "likely" or "very likely" to attend next year's Convention!   That says a lot.   
Please plan to be a part of this unique and enjoyable experience in 2014!  
  

 
  

FARM IMPLEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS AND LOCAL 

HISTORY 

 

By Norman Reed 

 

During the early 1880’s new innovations in farm machinery led to the creation of large 
factories that could sell the machines to farmers throughout the whole country. They were 
McCormick harvesters, John Deere and Oliver plows, Case threshers and Studebaker 
wagons just to name a few.  To sell their machines, advertising was used and it became 
some of the most innovative, colorful and attractive advertising of the era, or perhaps any 
era.  Dealers hung lithographed signs that were magnificent in their beauty.  Their traveling 



salesmen gave farmers Victorian Trade Cards that were equally attractive.  Today this 
category of advertising collectables has held steady in popularity and value.    
 
The Victorian Trade Card only lasted about 25 years since, in about 1900, the postcard and 
magazines took over as a less expensive way to reach more potential customers.    
 
The "attached" article is about the farm implement trade card but it is also about more than  
that.  It is about using your collectables to write history in your local areas.  As my collection 
grew, I began specializing in local Oregon and Washington dealer’s trade cards. Curious to 
learn more about the companies, I found the going difficult until I discovered Google. A few 
years ago, Google began digitizing books and many of the books were local history books. It 
is usually possible to search by company or people's names and come up with a wealth of 
information.  >From there, with just a bit of imagination, one can write an interesting history.  
My work, using various collectables, has been published five times in local magazines. The 
Washington State Historical Society’s Columbia Magazine has granted permission for us to 
copy my recent article here in the Checkerboard.  I hope you will enjoy the article and may 
be be inspired to write some history for your local publications.  Click here to view the article. 

  

 
  

Indy Ad Show: A Great Opportunity for Buyers and Sellers 

  

The next installment of the Indy Ad Show will take place on September 27-28, 2013. Hours 
are 1:00 PM- 6:00 PM on Friday and 9:00 AM-4:00 PM on Saturday.  It will take place at the  
Champions Pavilion at the Indiana State Fairgrounds, 1202 E. 38th Street, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 42605. 
  

Over 110 antique advertising dealers from around the country come together to provide 
collectors with a great opportunity! If you are looking for the unique, the rare, or those 
special mint condition items, you will want to attend the Indy Antique Advertising Show. 
  

Have you ever considered being an exhibitor at this show? This would be a great time to act 
on that because the market is heating up!  At the last show, dealers reported that they did 
very well!  If you would like to learn more about being an exhibitor at the Indy Ad show, click 
here. 
  

The Friday Preview Day costs $40 which is also good for Saturday.  Saturday-only 
admission costs $8.   
  

The Indy Ad Show promoters, Donna and Bruce Weir, are working in collaboration with 
AAAA to enhance the enjoyment and appeal of our hobby. They have graciously supported 
our club and make a booth available to us at their shows to help promote AAAA. We hope 
you will support our partnership with them by attending or exhibiting at this show.  (If you 
exhibit, please mention that you are a AAAA member.)   
  

 
  

Wanted Items 

  

In this column are those sought-after items of desire that seem to be elusive. If you know 
where any of these items can be acquired or if you have one available, please click the 
link to reply directly to the seeker.  To place a listing in this column, click here. There is no 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9061677&msgid=233398&act=XDYT&c=1144716&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bpsys.org%2Fextresources%2FReed-Columbia.pdf
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9061677&msgid=233398&act=XDYT&c=1144716&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.indyadshow.com%2Fexhibitorinfo.php
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9061677&msgid=233398&act=XDYT&c=1144716&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.indyadshow.com%2Fexhibitorinfo.php
mailto:plefk@generalstoreantiques.com?subject=Wanted%20Items


fee for AAAA members.  Up to three listings per member is permitted. 
  

Vintage Baseball/Football Cards:  Pre-1970 Only  To reply, click here. 
  

Clicquot Club:  Lighted Clicquot Club advertising clock made by Telechron and Telechron 
lighted advertising clock.  To reply, click here. 

  
"ANTI-FAT," Weight-Loss, "Reducing," Obesity Items:   Signs, bottles, anything related. 
Also, any items related to VITAMINS.  To reply, click here. 
  

Yellow Kid Wanted:   The more unusual,the better.  To reply, click here. 
  

Harvard Brewing Signs/Lithographs:   To reply, click here.   
  

Firecracker Packs:  Collector buying all old fireworks-packs, boxes, advertising, whatever.  
To reply, call 932-237-3646 or click here. 
  

Ivanhoe Pencil Tin:  Fair price and also finder's fee paid.  Approx 1" diam, 9" long, blue in 
color, round, with picture of Ivanhoe on horseback. To reply, click here. 
  

Noaker Ice Cream Company Canton, Ohio:  13" Round ice cream tray from "the Noaker Ice 
Cream Company Canton, Ohio" in good or better condition.  It has the boy & girl eating ice 
cream on the front.  To reply, click here. 
  

1 lb. Canadian Coffee- Circle Coffee:  To reply, click here. 
  

B.T. Babbit Soap Advertisement Posters:  See Antique Advertising Encyclopedia (Vol. II) by 
Klug page 54 and 55. Condition is very important.  To reply, click here. 
  

DeLaval:  Tin advertising, give-aways and other collectibles produced by the company.  To 
reply, click here. 
  

Edmands Coffee Company, Edmands Tea Company, 1776 Coffee, American Beauty 
Tea, Japan Tea, Devonshire Tea, (imported by Edmands, Boston/Chicago):  Any items such 
as tins, signs, paper, or anything else related to the Edmands family of companies in Boston 
is desired.  To reply, click here. 
  

Heathman Bakery, Dayton, Ohio:  Interested in any items related to this business. To reply, 
click here. 
  

Indianapolis Brewing Company Ephemera: Circa 1920. Specifically looking for signed 
documents. To reply, click here. 
  

Veterinary Advertising Collectibles: Pre-1930s veterinary posters, patent medicines, store 
displays, photographs, paper ephemera. To reply, click here. 
  

One (1) Pound FULL [Unopened, Sealed] Key-Wind Coffee Tins:  To reply, click here. 
  

Near Mint English Biscuit Tins:  1880 to 1925  To reply, click here. 
  

Old Automobile Gear Shift Knobs: The kind that screwed on the gear shift that came through 
the floorboard.  Many looked like a large marble. To reply, click here. 
  

Ben Bey Cigar Collectables:  Any Ben Bey cigar collectable, other than tin containers.  To 
reply click here.   
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The AAAA Checkerboard is a monthly e-newsletter that is made available to all AAAA 
members at no cost.  The mission of the Checkerboard is to increase knowledge about 
antique and collectible advertising among AAAA members.  The Checkerboard also 
provides news and updates about AAAA.  It is produced each month with the exception of 
the four months per year when the award-winning Past Times print newsletter is published. 
Paul Lefkovitz (plefk@generalstoreantiques.com) serves as Editor of the AAAA 
Checkerboard. 
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