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One of the most enjoyable aspects of collecting veterinary advertising is having had the
opportunity to visit other country store collectors to see if they have branched out into
animal/veterinary advertising within their collection and, if I am that lucky, to see how they have
chosen to display these items. This has actually taken my own collecting interest off in a tangent
of its own. A few years ago I started looking for photographs or postcards depicting country stores
showing veterinary products or veterinary-related advertising within the store or in the storefront
window. As you might imagine, this was a pretty good challenge. To add to the challenge, I
specifically tried to find an example of the actual packaging or advertising within the photo to add
to my collection. What follows are some successes resulting from my quest.

Figure 1. Vintage photo of store keeper holding a box of Dr. Hess Stock Food – Scientific
Compound. Above his left shoulder at the top, to the right of the Frotana sign is a never-before
seen sign for Dr. Hess Poultry Pan-A-Cea. At the far end of the counter are boxes and canisters
of Dr. Hess Pan-A-Cea and Lice Killer, respectively.
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Figures 2, 3, 4. These products appear in the Figure 1 photo

Figure 5. A Pratt’s Poultry Food poster hanging in an old country store/post office

Figure 6. The Pratts Poultry Food poster depicted in the Figure 5 photo

Figure 7. Point-of-purchase product displays along with graphic signs would always entice the
uncertain customer. This image was taken from the back of a receipt dated 1896. Great images
with Palmer Cox’s Brownies

Figure 8. Colorful Pratts Poultry Food sign that appears in the Figure 7 photo

Figure 9. Great image of Mr. Birnie’s storefront with a Sal-Vet sign nailed to the door and buckets
of International Stock Food, Dr. Hess Stock Food, Clover Brand Stock Food. He’s also got some
boxes of Clover Brand Stock Food and Poultry Tonic out front and shelves of Dr. Hess Stock
Food and Poultry Pan-A-Cea boxes inside the store on the right side.

Figure 10. Clover Brand Poultry Tonic represented in Figure 9 photo

Figure 11. One of the most recognizable graphics in veterinary advertising is Conkey’s sick
chicken. Copyright on the sign is 1908 so photograph is from around this time.

Figure 12. A close-Up of the Conkey's Poultry Remedy sign

Figure 13. The Conkey's Poultry Remedy sign that appears in the Figure 11 and 12 photos

Figure 14. Another nice Conkey's Poultry Remedy sign, this one a canvas banner, hangs on
the back wall of this country store

Figure 15. Close-up of Conkey's canvas banner shown in Figure 14

Figure 16. Conkey's banner depicted in Figure 14 and 15 photos

Figure 17. A storefront featuring Barker's Powder signs in the windows

Figure 18. Using Barker’s Almanacs to date this image, it appears to have been a
promotional give-away in the late 1880s.

Figure 19. The Wright – Eddy Company sold a variety of poultry products which are pictured in
this image, including Pratt’s, Conkey’s, and Dr. Hess

Figures 20, 21, 22,and 23. Products depicted in Figure 19 photo

Figure 24. The front part of this store, at a minimum, specialized in poultry products. The top
shelf contains two sizes of National Poultry Tonic. Lee’s Egg Maker and Chick Grower and
Pratt’s Poultry Regulator are on the second shelf as well as other products which can no longer
be discerned.

Figures 25, 26, 27. Products that appear in Figure 24 photo

