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Time's a Wastin'!  Register for the AAAA Convention Now! 
  

Register now for the exciting 2013 AAAA 
convention that will take place in Reading, PA July 
17-20, 2013.  Click here for a copy of the 
Convention Registration Form.  
  

Our room block is quickly filling up, but we still have 
some rooms available.  We can't guarantee 
ANYTHING after June 15!  If you want to be in our 
room block, get your reservations confirmed now! 
After the block is full, we cannot guarantee where 
you might be located, which is especially pertinent 
if you plan to sell from your room. Room rates 
apply from July 15-21 so stay an extra day or two 
to explore the nearby outlets and antique shops 

and Renninger's on Sunday! 
  

Last year we successfully experimented with several new fun activities and we plan to follow 
suit this year.   Be prepared for some surprises! "Christmas in July" will be the theme this year.   

The latest version of the action-packed schedule of activities appears below: 
  

AAAA 2013 CONVENTION SCHEDULE 

  

Wednesday, July 17, 2013 
  

    Any time after 3:00 PM    

¶ Convention check-in  (Hospitality Room) 

¶ Set up your room if you are selling 

¶ Room hopping 

     
 
 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9061647&msgid=211955&act=YJ3Z&c=1144716&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bpsys.org%2Fextresources%2FAAAA-ConventionRegistrationForm2013FINAL.pdf


   7:30 PM 

¶ Special treats in Hospitality Room   

¶ Room hopping 

¶ Scavenger hunt 

Thursday, July 18, 2013 
  

    8:30 AM   

¶ Buffet Breakfast 

    9:30 AM   

¶ Business Meeting  

¶ Raffle   

¶ What do you collect?  (Show and Tell Activity-Bring and show an example of what you 
collect or at least describe what you collect) 

¶ Room hopping 

    1:00 PM 

¶ Buffet luncheon 

¶ Raffle 

¶ Seminar  

¶ Room hopping  

    6:00 PM 

¶ Dinner (On your own) 

    8:00 PM 

¶ Yankee Gift Exchange (Sometimes known as a "White Elephant Gift Exchange"). This is 
a hilarious game where participants bring a wrapped advertising-related "gift" that is 
quirky, funny, unusual, whimiscal, naughty or downright bizarre. Gifts go into a big pile 
and get selected, exchanged, and "stolen" from one another in a manner that leaves you 
in the dark regarding what you will end up with until the very end of the game.  
Participation is OPTIONAL. 

¶ Room hopping 

Friday, July 19, 2013 
  

    8:00 AM 

¶ Breakfast (On your own) 
¶ Room hopping 

     
 
 



   10:30 AM 

¶ Seminar 

¶ Raffle 

¶ Trivia Contest 

    12:00 Noon 

¶ Box lunch 

¶ Room hopping 

    5:00 PM  

¶ Plated dinner served 

    6:15 PM   

¶ Favorite advertising items brought for display ( Remember, we have an extra category 
this year-----advertising with a Christmas theme) 

    7:30 PM  

¶ Favorite advertising display open  

¶ Public invited to shop rooms and view Favorite Advertising display 

    10:00 PM  

¶ Favorite Advertising Display closed-----pick up items 

Saturday, July 20, 2013 
  

    7:00 AM 

¶ Auction items check-in (2 rounds of normal silent auction and then 3rd round will be 
higher quality items comparable to oral auction 

    8:30 AM  

¶ Buffet breakfast 

¶ Final raffles 

¶ Announcement of Favorite Advertising winners (Thank you to volunteers!)  

¶ Silent Auction Round 1  

¶ Silent Auction Round 2 

¶ Silent Auction Round 3 (Higher quality items comparable to oral auction)  

    12:00 Noon 

¶ AAAA Convention ends for 2013 

¶ Vacate meeting room 

¶ Vacate guest rooms 



¶ Enjoy the area----outlets----antique shops and malls/ Renninger's on Sunday!!  

What a fantastic line-up, right?  Kudos to Amy Vehling, Conference Chairperson!  This may be 
the best convention yet.  Once again, for a copy of the Convention Registration Form, click here.  
If you have not already registered, do it NOW! 
  

If you have any questions or comments, please email Amy Vehling at avehling@sbcglobal.net, 
or call her at 812-257-0345 (home) or 317-439-1947 (cell).   
  

 
  

Antiquing Across America Again 

  

By Paul Nicholson 

  

My wife, Shirley, was always interested in antiques, but I wanted something new having grown 
up with nothing but old stuff.  She bought an old pot belly stove that I ended up refurbishing and I 
started getting a little interested.  In 1984 we built a new two story house and put antique light 
fixtures and ceiling fans throughout the house and one of the bathrooms with the tank pull chain 
toilet and claw foot bathtub.  We put the living area on the bottom floor with a large Recreation 
room in the back for the antiques, with an antique soda fountain  telephone booth and Shirley's 
wicker collection. The upstairs was just a large attic, but had  regular walk up staircase.  
  

In decorating the house we met a couple who owned an antique store who got Shirley started 
collecting tobacco tins (I joined her later) and through them I met a retired race car driver who 
was restoring juke boxes and coke machines. After acquiring two of his juke boxes and a third 
later I started collecting 78 records building a nice collection of the 50's rock & roll records.  I 
retired in 1997 at the ripe age of 59 and our collecting became a passion.  Every couple of 
months we would take the Van on a swing through the East (Not much old stuff in Oklahoma) 
filling it with various goodies.  It soon became apparent that the Recreation room wouldn't hold 
everything. 
  

I had a friend who did great remodels so we started planning how to finish out the upstairs to 
become a General Store. He covered it with lap an gap pine and Pergo hardwood floors with 
special shelves for the various collections.  Added a tin ceiling over one area and my antique fan 
man added some fans.  I found what I call my cowboy bathtub where you set in it an hang your 
legs and feet over the front and actually hooked it up to running water. As we started each 
antique trip it seemed I had acquired quite a bit in a various collection and would start a new one. 
  
From my original record collection I moved to collecting painted label soda bottles and after 
some 1500 different bottles I decided enough was enough.  That led to collecting bottle toppers 
and soda displays and collections of popcorn tins, soap items, candy boxes, sack holders, 
advertising tapes, needle books and old cigarette packs for the general area.  Razor blade 
boxes, blade banks, barber displays and a barber chair for the Barber Shop area.  Red Goose, 
Buster Brown and other shoe display items for the Shoe Dept.  Football, Baseball, the first 
Sports Illustrated magazines and old sports games for the Sports Dept.  A game area for old 
card games and board games.  An old tobacco case became available for the pocket tins and 
cigar boxes.  
  

My main love is still the soda collection which I pretty much dedicated the back room of the store 
to bottle toppers and soda displays.  Shirley's main passion has become collecting antique 
Santa's which results in several hundred eyes watching me throughout the Christmas season.  I 
am now out of room again, but not planning on expanding, just have to be more selective in what 
I acquire and it has to stand alone as there is no more wall space. 
  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9061647&msgid=211955&act=YJ3Z&c=1144716&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bpsys.org%2Fextresources%2FAAAA-ConventionRegistrationForm2013FINAL.pdf
mailto:avehling@sbcglobal.net


Here is a sampling of photos of our collection: 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  


